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Dumfries Links to the sinking of RMS Titanic 

 

This document contains information that you can use when investigating Dumfries’ 

connections with the RMS Titanic. It includes information about John Law Hume and 

Thomas Mullin, two Dumfries men who drowned when the ship sank. It also contains 

suggestions for further reading and web-based research on this topic. 

This information was brought together as part of a project to research and document the 

history of the Dock Park in Dumfries, where there is a memorial to two victims of the 

disaster.  

A museum resource box containing research materials and replica documents relating to the 

sinking of RMS Titanic is available from Dumfries Museum and Camera Obscura. This can be 

borrowed when the museums are open by contacting Dumfries Museum on 01387 253374. 

Dumfries Museum and Camera Obscura, The Observatory, Dumfries DG2 7SW Tel: 01387 

255344 www.dgculture.co.uk 

 

Remembering the Titanic 

The Dock Park was a place where significant events were marked. A memorial stone was 

placed there to commemorate the loss of two local men in the sinking of the White Star 

liner, RMS Titanic. 

The Titanic was on its very first voyage across the Atlantic from Southampton to New York. 

The launch of this new liner attracted worldwide attention due to its size, it was the largest 

liner to have been built, and its luxurious fittings. On the night of the 14th – 15th April 1912, 

the Titanic collided with an iceberg in the mid-Atlantic and sank. 

It remains one of the greatest peace-time shipping disasters. There were more than 2,000 

people on board and just over 700 survived. Only 330 bodies of those that lost their lives 

were ever recovered. 

One of the two local men who lost their lives in the disaster was John Law Hume, a violinist 

with the ship’s orchestra. He had played in concerts given in the Dock Park bandstand. The 

other was Thomas Mullin, a ship’s steward. The men had gone to St Michael’s School 

together, played football together and by a remarkable co-incidence, their bodies were both 

recovered from the area of the sinking of the Titanic. They are buried in the same cemetery 

in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

The position of the monument in the Dock Park was well chosen. It was situated overlooking 

the river in what had been the town’s harbour, close to St Michael’s School and to the 

bandstand where John Hume had played. 

 

http://www.dgculture.co.uk/
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This postcard, printed to 

commemorate the sinking of the 

Titanic was posted on 26 April 

1912, only 11 days after the 

disaster. 

 

 

 

 

John Law Hume 

John Law Hume (often called Jock) was a violinist, a young professional musician well known 

locally for his performances. His father, Andrew Hume, was also a violinist and music 

teacher. He led a small orchestra which gave concerts in the bandstand in the Dock Park. 

The role that John Hume played in the last hours of the Titanic made him, and his fellow 

members of the ship’s small orchestra, famous. The sinking of the greatest liner ever built 

on its first voyage was headline news around the world and the story of the band continuing 

to play throughout the evacuation and sinking of the ship became a legend. The belief was 

that they prevented panic breaking out and even helped some of the doomed passengers to 

meet their deaths calmly. 

John Hume was born in Dumfries in 1890. He attended St Michael’s School which was only a 

short walk from the family’s home at Springbank on the Dock Head. The Dock Park must 

have been familiar to him during his childhood. He learned to play the violin and gave public 

performances whilst still at primary school. He first played at the Dock Park bandstand in his 

father’s string ensemble at the age of nine. Later, he performed during the intervals at the 

Theatre Royal in Shakespeare Street. Not yet in his teens, he was already working as a 

professional musician. 

He left school at 14, and was employed as a clerk in a local solicitor’s office for a year before 

he decided to make his living as a musician. In 1907, at the age of just 17, he first went to 

sea as a member of a ship’s orchestra. He played on the ocean-going liners of the Anchor 

Line, sailing from Glasgow to New York. He enjoyed the life and made many friends at sea 

and during his stays in New York, where he picked up new American ragtime tunes. Sailing 

from Glasgow meant that he could easily return home between voyages. 

He began to get work from the White Star Line, sailing from Liverpool or Southampton to 

New York. This was an advance in his career as White Star liners were famous for their size 

and luxury and they had a reputation for engaging the very best musicians. These large 

liners generally had five musicians on board, with two violins, a viola, a cello and a piano 

playing as a piano quintet. The musicians had to learn more than 350 different pieces of 

music from the White Star Line’s music listing as the line did not allow the use of sheet 
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music. The music itself ranged from adaptions of pieces from orchestral works and 

operettas, waltzes, light music and ragtime. The musicians also had to be prepared to play 

requests from the passengers. 

When the White Star Line launched the Olympic in 1911 it was the largest liner in the world, 

and John Hume, then only 20 years old, was a member of the ship’s orchestra. The Captain 

and the First Officer were Edward Smith and William Murdoch, both later to serve on the 

Titanic. 

The following year, the Titanic was launched. Eight musicians were signed on to play, 

working as a piano quintet and a piano trio. They were to entertain passengers in the 

reception areas, dining rooms and lounges throughout the day and in the evening. 

John Hume and the other members of Wallace Hartley’s orchestra were all members of the 

Amalgamated British Musicians’ Union and were employed by a Liverpool music agency, 

C.W. and F.N. Black, which supplied musicians for the White Star Line. 

In 1912, the Hume family lived at 42 George Street, Dumfries. Andrew Hume was married to 

his second wife, Alice; John Hume still lived at home along with his younger sister Catherine 

(Kate), and brother, Andrew. His older sisters Nellie and Grace had already left home. 

John Hume was engaged to be married to a local girl, Mary Costin, who lived just round the 

corner in Buccleuch Street. He intended to settle down in Dumfries with her. However, 

when the opportunity to sail on the maiden voyage of the Titanic arose, he decided to make 

one more trip to sea. When he left, Mary was already pregnant with his child. 

He made his way to Southampton to join the ship and left port on Wednesday 10th April. On 

the night of Sunday 14th April the musicians entertained the passengers until after 11pm 

and then went off duty. 

Just before midnight the ship struck an iceberg and was damaged so badly that the order 

was given to abandon ship. There were only enough life boat spaces for about half of the 

passengers and crew. 

The eight musicians put on their uniforms and began to play in the first class lounge. It was 

the first time that all eight had played together. Later they moved onto the boat deck where 

the lifeboats were being lowered into the water. They played until after 2am when all the 

boats had gone and people were beginning to jump into the sea from the ship. Several 

survivors reported that the last piece of music that was played was the hymn, ‘Nearer, My 

God, To Thee’. The ship finally disappeared beneath the water at 2.20pm. John Hume was 

only 21 years old when he died. 

One survivor said: ‘Many brave things were done that night, but none were more brave than 

those done by men playing minute after minute as the ship settled quietly lower and lower 

in the sea. The music they played served alike as their own immortal requiem and their right 

to be recalled on the scrolls of undying fame.’ 

John Hume’s body was recovered close to those of two other members of the ship’s 

orchestra. He was buried at Fairview Lawn Cemetery in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The belongings 
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that were found on his body were returned to his family in Dumfries: a cigarette case, a 

silver watch, a purse containing copper coins, a pen knife with a pearl handle, a violin mute 

and a brass uniform button. 

A memorial service was held in Waterloo Place Congregational Church on the Dock Head 

(currently used by the Salvation Army). This was the family’s church, where John Hume had 

given his first public performance at the Sunday School. 

The story of the courage of the ship’s musicians spread around the world in the aftermath of 

the disaster. Concerts were held in their memory in the Royal Albert Hall in London and in 

New York. 

Later that year Mary Costin had a daughter who she named Johnann Law Hume in memory 

of her father. 

In the years that followed there was a long standing dispute between Mary Costin and the 

Hume family over payments from the Titanic Relief Fund. 

 

John Law Hume. This is from a photograph of 

the five musicians on board the Cunard liner, 

Carmania. It was taken on his last voyage before 

he joined the Titanic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This poster was published by the 

Amalgamated British Musicians’ Union. John 

Law Hume is on the lower right. This 

photograph of him was given out by his family 

following the disaster and shows him as much 

younger. He had been going to sea as a ship’s 

musician since he was 17. 



 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Thomas Mullin 

Thomas Mullin (this is sometimes given as Mullen or Mullins) worked on the luxury liners 

that crossed the Atlantic from Britain to the United States as a Saloon Steward. He was only 

twenty years old when he lost his life in the sinking of the Titanic. 

He was born in Dumfries, and his father worked at Rosefield Mills. Both his parents died 

when the family was young and Thomas, his brother and three sisters came to live with their 

maternal grandmother, Mrs Gunyeon, at 7 Observatory Terrace, Church Street, 

Maxwelltown, just opposite the museum. Like John Hume, he attended St Michael’s Primary 

School. The local newspaper reports following the disaster described him as being well-

known in local footballing and athletics circles, ‘where he always rose to the challenge’. At 

one time, he and John Hume played in the same football team. 

His first job was as a pattern-cutter at Rosefield Mills, where his father had worked. 

However, problems with his eyesight led to him leaving this safe, local occupation and 

taking up work as a steward on oceangoing liners. He made his first voyage only nine 

months before he joined the Titanic. In that time he made six transatlantic crossings. He 

must have made a good impression in his new career as, within a year, he was offered work 

on the maiden voyage of the Titanic, the largest and most luxurious liner of its day. 

On the 6th April 1912 he signed on the Third Class Victualing Staff register as a Saloon 

Steward and was allocated the steward badge number of ‘32’. (It is thought these numbered 

steward badges were issued by the Chief Steward who would keep a record of who wore 

each number in case of a complaint against a member of his staff.) 

As a Third Class Steward, Thomas Mullin would have served the needs of the Third Class or 

‘steerage’ passengers. These were mostly working men and women, emigrating to the 

United States for work and a new life. 

On the Titanic, however, even the steerage accommodation was well fitted out, with 

electric light and heating, and bunks with spring mattresses. Blankets and pillows were 

provided, but not sheets. Each cabin had a wash basin. Many of the emigrants would not 

have had such good services in their own homes. 

Unlike John Hume, there are no accounts of Thomas Mullin’s conduct during the tragedy, or 

of how he died. At the time, the local newspaper published tributes to both men, some of 

which give an idea of Thomas Mullin and how he may have behaved. 

‘… he was, he was sure, just as heroic as anyone, helping the women and children to get off 

the boat, and was left to go down himself.’ (Judge MacCauley, Dumfries). 

‘But here they had to meet death in the icy water; they were doing their best to save not 

their own lives, but the lives of women and children. Could there be a better death than 

saving those who were perhaps strangers to them but were in need of their help. They died 

heroes to the last and gave their lives cheerfully for those who were weaker. The crew then 

stood steadfast, meeting death face to face: and amongst them were there two young 

friends, young heroes he should call them, meeting death unflinchingly. … And at the last 
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they would have visions of the place they were born, for to a Scotsman the thought of going 

“Hame” was continually in his mind.’ (Provost Thomson, Dumfries). 

Initially, Thomas Mullin was posted as ‘missing’. His body was finally recovered on 22 April 

1912. He was one of the last victims of the disaster to be found. Like John Hume, he is 

buried at Fairview Lawn Cemetery, in Halifax, Nova Scotia. A memorial service was held for 

him at the family’s church, Maxwelltown West in Laurieknowe. 

His surviving brother and sisters, who were all still living at Observatory Terrace, Dumfries, 

received payments from the Titanic Relief Fund until the youngest, Ellen or Nellie, reached 

the age of 18 in 1914. 

 

‘Among the Icebergs’, a postcard 

from Dumfries Museum’s collection. 

This is the same as the one sent to 

Thomas Mullin’s family on 20th April 

1912, before his body had been 

found. It was with his belongings 

when they were put up for sale in 

2003. 

 

 

 

The committee, chaired by Provost Thomson of Dumfries, decided that a stone obelisk 

would be erected in the Dock Park. The contract for the memorial went to Messrs 

Kirkpatrick, of Trafford Park, Manchester. They undertook to provide it for the sum of £100. 

The obelisk was to be 16.5 feet (5m) high and made of grey Aberdeen granite, with two 

bronze panels, one of the Titanic and the other a scroll with the opening music and words of 

‘Nearer, My God, To Thee’. It was to have a surround of curbing and iron railings. 

The memorial was inscribed: 

‘In memory of John Law Hume, a member of the band, and Thomas Mullin, Steward, natives 

of these towns, who lost their lives in the wreck of the White Star liner “Titanic” which sank 

in Mid-Atlantic on the 14th day of April, 1912. They died at the post of duty’ 

With the rear inscribed: 

‘Erected by the people of Dumfries and Maxwelltown at home and abroad’ 

(At this time Dumfries and Maxwelltown were two separate towns with their own Provosts 

and officials. They did not amalgamate until 1929.) 

On 31st May 1913 the unveiling ceremony took place. The ceremony was presided over by 

Provost Thomson of Dumfries, Provost Nicholson of Maxwelltown and the Reverend James 
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Strachan, the minister of the Hume family’s church, the Waterloo Place Congregational 

Church on the Dock Head. He had known John Hume since he was a child. 

Local Scouts formed a Guard of Honour which the local dignitaries walked between from the 

bowling pavilion to the memorial, and on the bandstand, Dumfries Town Band played 

‘Nearer, My God, To Thee’. Two Buglers from the 3rd Kings Own Scottish Borderers played 

the last post. 

It is ironic that in his speech, Provost Nicholson of Maxwelltown described the sinking of the 

Titanic as, ’the greatest disaster in modern times.’ The First World War began just over a 

year later. After speeches, eulogies and the unveiling of the memorial by Provost Thomson, 

the ceremony ended with the National Anthem and, according to the Dumfries and 

Galloway Standard and Advertiser, ‘…the band thereafter played lively music while the bells 

pealed forth from the Midsteeple.’ 

This is the beginning of the Standard’s extremely detailed report of the proceedings: 

‘A very impressive ceremony, and one which attracted much public attention, took place on 

Saturday afternoon when the handsome memorial which has been erected on the Dock 

Park in honour of John Law Hume, a bandsman, and Thomas Mullin, a steward, natives 

respectively of Dumfries and Maxwelltown, who perished in the Titanic disaster in April of 

last year, and who were buried in Halifax, Canada, was unveiled by Provost Thomson in 

presence of a very large crowd of spectators. 

The memorial, which has been erected in the centre of the park a little to the north of the 

bandstand, commands the attention of all passers-by. 

… Beautiful summer weather favoured the unveiling ceremony, and a great crowd of 

townspeople assembled on the Dock Park. A large number of excursionists from Coatbridge, 

who were spending the day in the town, also witnessed the ceremony. During the forenoon 

the flags at the Midsteeple and the Town Hall hung at half-mast, and before the hour of the 

ceremony the town bells were tolled.’ 

Thomas Mullin’s grandmother, Mrs 

Gunyeon and his brother and sisters 

attended the ceremony. John Law 

Hume’s father and step-mother, 

Andrew and Alice Hume attended with 

his sister, Kate. Elsewhere in the 

crowd was Mary Costin with his 6 

month old daughter, Johnann. 

 

 

The memorial plaque in St Michael’s 

School where both John Hume and 

Thomas Mullin were pupils.  

 



 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The memorial in the Dock Park with two bronze panels, one of the Titanic and the other, a 

scroll with the opening music and words of ‘Nearer, My God, To Thee’. 

 

Sources: 

Three of these publications contain information on John Law Hume and, incidentally, on 

Thomas Mullin: 

Steve Turner, 2011, The Band That Played On: The Extraordinary Story of the 8 Musicians 

Who Went Down With the Titanic (Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 
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Yvonne Hume, 2011, RMS Titanic ‘The First Violin’ – The story of the great liner’s bandsman 

John Law Hume by his great niece Yvonne Hume (Catrine: Stenlake Publishing) 

Christopher Ward, 2011, And The Band Played On … - The Titanic violinist and the 

glovemaker: a true story of love, loss and betrayal (London: Hodder and Stoughton) 

 

On-line resources for all things Titanic: 

http://www.titanicinbelfast.com 

Website of Titanic Belfast museum. It includes information on the construction of Titanic, 

copies of documents about the construction and the disaster. 

 

https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca/what-see-do/titanics-halifax-connection/titanic-

information 

Website of the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic in Halifax, Canada where many of those 

who died on Titanic are buried. 

 

https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/titanic-biography/jock-hume.html#biography 

This link includes information about John Law Hume, a musician of Dumfries who played in 

the band on Titanic as she sank. 

 

https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/titanic-victim/thomas-mullin.html#biography 

 This link includes information about Thomas Mullen [or Mullin] of Dumfries who was a 

steward on Titanic. 

 

http://www.lva.virginia.gov/exhibits/titanic/index.htm 

This link to the Library of Virginia shows the coverage of the disaster in newspapers. 

 

http://www.titanic.com 

http://www.titanic-titanic.com 

http://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org 

These websites include news items and articles about the Titanic. 

http://www.titanicinbelfast.com/
https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca/what-see-do/titanics-halifax-connection/titanic-information
https://maritimemuseum.novascotia.ca/what-see-do/titanics-halifax-connection/titanic-information
https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/titanic-biography/jock-hume.html#biography
https://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/titanic-victim/thomas-mullin.html#biography
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/exhibits/titanic/index.htm
http://www.titanic.com/
http://www.titanic-titanic.com/
http://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/

